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consequence; and with so excellent a port as
this strait must have aiForded to the small trad-
ing vessels of ancient clays, a city built on it
might, in time, have attained the high degree
of splendour and opulence attributed to Tyrus,
of which it is thought to be the site.
The' question whether the Tyre of the oldest
times stood on the continuent or on the island,
is involved in some obscurity by the ambiguous
nature of testimonies drawn even from the
same source.
The original city is considered as posterior
to Sidon, of which it is sometimes called the
daughter ; but it is still of very high antiquity,
as may be seen by the authorities which Cellarius
has so industriously collected from the prophets,
the historians, and the poets, by whom it is so
often mentioned. *
In the sacred writings it is often spoken of as
an island. The prophet Isaiah says in addressing
Tyre, " Be still, ye inhabitants of the isle j thou
whom the merchants of Zidon that pass over
the sea have replenished. Pass over to Tarshish;
howl, ye inhabitants of the isle. Is this your
joyous city, whose antiquity is of ancient
* Geographic Antique, lib. iii. c. 12. 4to. 1706. See
also Reland, c. 3, de urbibus et vicis Palastmse, p. 1046.; and
Bochart Phaleg et Canaan, Pars post. lib. ii. c. 17. p. 860.
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